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(57) ABSTRACT

A high spectral purity swept local oscillator including a track-
ing filter. The output of a swept DDS oscillator may be
improved by filtering it with a band-pass filter having an
adjustable center frequency, which is adjusted in real time to
track the instantaneous frequency of the DDS oscillator. The
tracking may be accomplished by comparing, using a phase
comparator, the phase at the output of the band-pass filter to
the phase at its input, and feeding back to the frequency
control input of the band-pass filter a signal corresponding to
the phase difference measured by the phase comparator.
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1
PHASE LOCK LOOP WITH TRACKING
FILTER FOR ATTENUATING SPURIOUS
SIGNALS OF A SWEPT LOCAL OSCILLATOR

BACKGROUND

1. Field

One or more aspects of embodiments according to the
present invention relate to swept local oscillators and more
particularly to a swept local oscillator system with high spec-
tral purity output.

2. Description of Related Art

Local oscillators are used in numerous radio-frequency
applications, for example for frequency translation in a dual
conversion receiver. The spectral purity of a local oscillator
may have significant consequences for system performance.
For example, if the radio frequency (RF) input of a receiver
receives a combination of a desired narrow-band signal and
undesired broadband noise or interference, the undesired
mixing products of the received noise or interference with
spectral impurities in the local oscillator may fall in the same
intermediate frequency (IF) band as the desired mixing prod-
ucts of the desired received signal and local oscillator signal.
Local oscillator spectral impurities may be the result of phase
noise or may be spurious spectral components caused by
other mechanisms. If a local oscillator employs direct digital
synthesis (DDS), for example, spurious spectral components
may form as a result of various nonlinear mechanisms, for
example in the digital to analog converter (DAC) of the DDS
oscillator, where these mechanisms may produce intermodu-
lation products of the clock frequency and its harmonics with
the oscillator frequency and its harmonics.

In a swept frequency DDS oscillator the spurious spectral
content may be particularly troublesome because its spec-
trum, relative to the frequency, or instantaneous frequency, of
the oscillator will change as the frequency is swept, and the
frequencies of the intermodulation products change depend-
ing on their order. DDS oscillators have important advan-
tages, however in swept local oscillator applications, includ-
ing frequency agility. Thus, there is a need for a system using
a DDS oscillator to form a high spectral purity swept local
oscillator.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, the output of a swept DDS oscillator
may be improved by filtering it with a band-pass filter having
an adjustable center frequency, which is adjusted in real time
to track the instantaneous frequency of the DDS oscillator.
The tracking may be accomplished by comparing, using a
phase comparator, the phase at the output of the band-pass
filter to the phase at its input, and feeding back a signal,
corresponding to the phase difference measured by the phase
comparator, to the frequency control input of the band-pass
filter.

According to an embodiment of the present invention there
is provided a high spectral purity swept local oscillator,
including: a swept oscillator having an output and an instan-
taneous frequency; a band-pass filter having an adjustable
center frequency, connected to the output of the swept oscil-
lator; a delay element connected to the output of the swept
oscillator; and circuitry providing a control signal to the band-
pass filter, the circuitry configured to cause the center fre-
quency of the band-pass filter to be substantially the same as
the instantaneous frequency of the swept oscillator, the con-
trol signal being a function of the difference between: the
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phase of a signal at the output of the band-pass filter; and the
phase of a signal at the output of the delay element.

In one embodiment, the band-pass filter includes a varac-
tor.

In one embodiment, the swept oscillator is a direct digital
synthesis (DDS) oscillator.

In one embodiment, the circuitry includes a loop filter.

In one embodiment, the loop filter includes an operational
amplifier circuit configured to provide an adjustable offset.

In one embodiment, the operational amplifier circuit con-
figured to provide an adjustable offset includes a potentiom-
eter, the end terminals of the potentiometer being connected
to two different reference voltages.

In one embodiment, the loop filter is a first-order filter.

In one embodiment, the loop filter includes an operational
amplifier circuit configured as an integrator.

In one embodiment, the loop filter includes a low-pass
filter.

In one embodiment, the circuitry includes: a first power
splitter, connected to: an output of the swept oscillator; and an
input of the band-pass filter; the first power splitter configured
to route a portion of the signal at the output of the swept
oscillator to an input of the delay element; a phase compara-
tor, an output of the delay element being connected to an input
of the phase comparator; a second power splitter, connected
to an output of the band-pass filter, configured to route a
portion of the signal at the output of the band-pass filter to the
phase comparator; and a loop filter, an output of the phase
comparator being connected to an input of the loop filter, an
output of the loop filter providing the control signal to the
band-pass filter.

In one embodiment, the band-pass filter includes a varac-
tor.

In one embodiment, the swept oscillator is a direct digital
synthesis (DDS) oscillator.

In one embodiment, the loop filter includes an operational
amplifier circuit configured to provide an adjustable offset.

In one embodiment, the operational amplifier circuit con-
figured to provide an adjustable offset includes a potentiom-
eter, the end terminals of the potentiometer being connected
to two different reference voltages.

In one embodiment, the loop filter is a first-order filter.

In one embodiment, the loop filter includes an operational
amplifier circuit configured as an integrator.

In one embodiment, the loop filter includes an operational
amplifier circuit configured as an integrator.

According to an embodiment of the present invention there
is provided a method of generating a high spectral purity
swept signal, the method including: receiving an output sig-
nal from a swept oscillator having an instantaneous fre-
quency; delaying said output signal to generate a delayed
swept oscillator signal; receiving an output signal from a
band-pass filter having an adjustable center frequency; gen-
erating a control signal; and controlling the center frequency
with the control signal to cause the center frequency to be
substantially the same as the instantaneous frequency;
wherein the generating of the control signal includes gener-
ating a phase difference signal proportional to the difference
between: the phase of the output signal from the band-pass
filter; and the phase of the delayed swept oscillator signal.

In one embodiment, the generating of the control signal
further includes filtering the phase difference signal with a
loop filter.

In one embodiment, the controlling of the center frequency
with the control signal includes providing the control signal
as a bias to a varactor.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features, aspects, and embodiments are described in con-
junction with the attached drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a high spectral purity swept
local oscillator according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is ablock diagram of a tracking filter according to an
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a loop filter according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description set forth below in connection with
the appended drawings is intended as a description of exem-
plary embodiments of a phase lock loop with tracking filter
for attenuating spurious signals of a swept local oscillator
provided in accordance with the present invention and is not
intended to represent the only forms in which the present
invention may be constructed or utilized. The description sets
forth the features of the present invention in connection with
the illustrated embodiments. It is to be understood, however,
that the same or equivalent functions and structures may be
accomplished by different embodiments that are also
intended to be encompassed within the spirit and scope of the
invention. As denoted elsewhere herein, like element num-
bers are intended to indicate like elements or features.

Referring to FIG. 1, in one embodiment, a high spectral
purity swept local oscillator may be constructed by connect-
ing in cascade a swept oscillator 110 and a tracking filter 115.
Ifthe tracking filter 115 is adjusted so that the frequency of the
swept oscillator 110 is within the passband of the tracking
filter 115, and if the passband width of the tracking filter 115
is sufficiently small, it may attenuate any spurious spectral
components and phase noise of the swept oscillator 110 suf-
ficiently to make the cascade a local oscillator of acceptable
spectral purity.

Referring to FIG. 2, in one embodiment, the tracking filter
115 includes a phase-locked loop (PLL) to control the center
frequency of a variable center frequency band-pass filter 225,
so that, as the frequency of the swept oscillator 110 changes,
the passband of the variable center frequency band-pass filter
225 remains adequately centered on the instantaneous fre-
quency of the swept oscillator 110. The input signal, received
from the swept oscillator 110, is split into two portions by a
first 90-degree power splitter 210. The portion delayed by 90
degrees propagates through a delay element and to one input
of'a phase comparator 235. The signal from the other, 0-de-
gree output of the first 90-degree power splitter 210 propa-
gates through a variable center frequency band-pass filter 225
and to a second 90-degree power splitter 230, the 90-degree
output of which is the output of the tracking filter 115, and the
other output of which is connected to the other input of the
phase comparator 235. The output of the phase comparator
235 is filtered by a loop filter 220 and fed to the frequency
control input 240 of the variable center frequency band-pass
filter 225.

Asused herein, two components are said to be “connected”
if electrical signals may propagate from one component to the
other, either directly through a cable or other conductor, or
indirectly, i.e., through other components such as a power
splitter. Two components are said to be “directly connected”
if electrical signals may propagate directly from one to the
other, over a conductor, without propagating through inter-
vening components. Thus, the two inputs of the phase com-
parator 235 may be said to be connected to the output of the
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4

swept oscillator 110, and to the output of the variable center
frequency band-pass filter 225, respectively, so that the phase
comparator measures a phase difference which is a function
of the phase delay through the band-pass filter.

In operation, the phase delay through the variable center
frequency band-pass filter 225 depends on the difference
between the instantaneous frequency of the swept oscillator
110 and the frequency of the center of the passband of the
variable center frequency band-pass filter 225 center, which
may be referred to as the center frequency of the band-pass
filter. In particular, the phase at the output of the variable
center frequency band-pass filter 225 may be increasingly
delayed as the oscillator frequency increases relative to the
center frequency of the band-pass filter, or, equivalently, as
the center frequency of the band-pass filter decreases relative
to the oscillator frequency. The output of the phase compara-
tor 235 is affected by the phase delay through the variable
center frequency band-pass filter 225, and this output is fed
back to the frequency control input 240 of the variable center
frequency band-pass filter 225 to keep the center frequency of
the band-pass filter substantially the same as the oscillator
frequency.

In a simplified case, if the phase delay through the variable
center frequency band-pass filter 225 is zero when the oscil-
lator frequency equals the center frequency of the band-pass
filter, and if the delay element is selected to provide no delay,
then the signals at the two inputs of the phase comparator 235
are 90 degrees out of phase, as aresult of the phase delay at the
90-degree output of the first 90-degree power splitter 210. If
the output of the phase comparator 235 is zero when the two
inputs are 90 degrees out of phase, as is the case if a multiplier
is used for the phase comparator 235, then at this operating
point the phase comparator 235 output is zero, indicating that
no correction is required to the center frequency of the band-
pass filter.

Ifthe oscillator frequency increases slightly from this oper-
ating point, the phase delay through the variable center fre-
quency band-pass filter 225 increases slightly, resulting in a
non-zero, e.g., positive, voltage at the output of the phase
comparator 235. If the loop filter 220 is an inverting integra-
tor, then a positive input to the loop filter 220 results in a
decreasing voltage at the output of the loop filter 220, which
may, if the frequency control input 240 of the variable center
frequency band-pass filter 225 is suitably configured, cause
the center frequency of the band-pass filter to increase until it
again equals the frequency of the swept oscillator 110. In one
embodiment, the variable center frequency band-pass filter
225 may contain one or more varactors, the reverse bias on
which is increased when the voltage at the frequency control
input 240 decreases, resulting in an increase in the center
frequency of the band-pass filter. The phase comparator 235
may be a multiplier, such as a double balanced mixer.

In other embodiments, changes may be made to aspects of
the design in FIG. 2 which may change the sign of the feed-
back to the frequency control input 240 of the center fre-
quency of the band-pass filter, provided such changes are
made in pairs so that the effect of the control loop, in response
to an increase in the oscillator frequency, is to increase the
center frequency of the band-pass filter. Examples of such
changes include reversing the outputs of both the first 90-de-
gree power splitter 210 and the second 90-degree power split-
ter 230, using a non-inverting loop filter 220, using an invert-
ing output of the phase comparator 235, or configuring the
variable center frequency band-pass filter 225 so that an
increase in the voltage at the frequency control input 240
causes the center frequency of the band-pass filter to increase.
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Referring to FIG. 3, in one embodiment, the loop filter 220
includes a first operational amplifier 310 configured as a first,
non-inverting, amplifier stage with an adjustable offset, and a
second operational amplifier 315 configured as a second,
inverting, integrating amplifier stage. The adjustable offset
may be implemented using a potentiometer 325 providing a
voltage at the wiper terminal of the potentiometer 325 which
is adjustable between two different reference voltages pro-
vided at the end terminals of the potentiometer 325. The
adjustable voltage may be connected to a summing input of
the first operational amplifier 310. A low-pass filter 320 may
be included in the loop filter 220, to filter out high-frequency
noise which otherwise may cause undesired high-frequency
phase modulation in the variable center frequency band-pass
filter 225, and phase noise at the output of the tracking filter
115.

Both the delay element and the adjustable offset may be
selected or adjusted to cause the center frequency of the
band-pass filter to track the oscillator instantaneous fre-
quency in the presence of several effects which otherwise
might result in a tracking error. Such effects may include a
tracking error resulting from tracking a ramp with a first-
order loop, any phase shift produced by the variable center
frequency band-pass filter 225 at the center of the passband,
and any mismatches in the lengths of the two signal paths
between the output of the swept oscillator 110 and the phase
comparator 235. To facilitate the selection of a delay element
providing the correct amount of delay, the delay element may,
instead of being soldered into the circuit, be installed in the
circuit using connectors, making it possible to substitute a
longer or shorter delay with little effort.

A spectrum analyzer may be used to select a delay element
and to adjust the offset. For example, if the swept oscillator
110 is configured to generate a constant-amplitude signal
with a linear frequency ramp, the power spectrum approxi-
mates a flat-topped shape, with a horizontal central portion,
i.e., a central portion having constant power spectral density.
If the offset is not adjusted correctly, then the center fre-
quency of the band-pass filter may be above, or below, the
swept oscillator 110 frequency throughout the sweep, result-
ing in a reduction in output power; thus the offset may be
adjusted so as to maximize the average power at the output of
the system. If an incorrect delay element has been selected,
having too little or too much delay, then the phase error, and
the power at the output of the system, may vary with fre-
quency, resulting in spectrum which has a sloping top. Thus,
adelay element may be selected to produce a power spectrum
with a flat-top shape having a top that is as horizontal as
possible, i.e., different delay elements may be connected into
the circuit until the variation of power spectral density with
frequency over a central portion of the power spectrum is less
than a maximum acceptable amount, i.e., less than a threshold
amount.

Although limited embodiments of a phase lock loop with
tracking filter for attenuating spurious signals of a swept local
oscillator have been specifically described and illustrated
herein, many modifications and variations will be apparent to
those skilled in the art. Accordingly, it is to be understood that
the phase lock loop with tracking filter for attenuating spuri-
ous signals of a swept local oscillator employed according to
principles of this invention may be embodied other than as
specifically described herein. The invention is also defined in
the following claims, and equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A high spectral purity swept local oscillator, comprising:

a swept oscillator having an output and an instantaneous

frequency;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

6

a band-pass filter having an adjustable center frequency,
connected to the output of the swept oscillator;

a delay element connected to the output of the swept oscil-
lator; and

circuitry providing a control signal to the band-pass filter,
the circuitry configured to cause the center frequency of
the band-pass filter to be substantially the same as the
instantaneous frequency of the swept oscillator,

the control signal being a function of the difference
between:
the phase of a signal at the output of the band-pass filter;

and
the phase of a signal at the output of the delay element,
wherein the circuitry comprises a loop filter, and

wherein the loop filter comprises an operational amplifier
circuit configured to provide an adjustable offset.

2. The swept local oscillator of claim 1, wherein the band-

pass filter comprises a varactor.

3. The swept local oscillator of claim 1, wherein the swept
oscillator is a direct digital synthesis (DDS) oscillator.

4. The swept local oscillator of claim 1, wherein the opera-
tional amplifier circuit configured to provide an adjustable
offset comprises a potentiometer, the end terminals of the
potentiometer being connected to two different reference
voltages.

5. The swept local oscillator of claim 1, wherein the loop
filter is a first-order filter.

6. The swept local oscillator of claim 1, wherein the loop
filter comprises an operational amplifier circuit configured as
an integrator.

7. The swept local oscillator of claim 1, wherein the loop
filter comprises a low-pass filter.

8. A high spectral purity swept local oscillator, comprising:

a swept oscillator having an output and an instantaneous
frequency;

a band-pass filter having an adjustable center frequency,
connected to the output of the swept oscillator;

a delay element connected to the output of the swept oscil-
lator; and

circuitry providing a control signal to the band-pass filter,
the circuitry configured to cause the center frequency of
the band-pass filter to be substantially the same as the
instantaneous frequency of the swept oscillator,

the control signal being a function of the difference
between:
the phase of a signal at the output of the band-pass filter;

and
the phase of a signal at the output of the delay element,
wherein the circuitry comprises:

a first power splitter, connected to:
an output of the swept oscillator; and
an input of the band-pass filter;

the first power splitter configured to route a portion of the
signal at the output of the swept oscillator to an input of
the delay element;

a phase comparator, an output of the delay element being
connected to an input of the phase comparator;

a second power splitter, connected to an output of the
band-pass filter, configured to route a portion of the
signal at the output of the band-pass filter to the phase
comparator; and

a loop filter, an output of the phase comparator being con-
nected to an input of the loop filter, an output of the loop
filter providing the control signal to the band-pass filter.

9. The swept local oscillator of claim 8, wherein the band-
pass filter comprises a varactor.
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10. The swept local oscillator of claim 8, wherein the swept
oscillator is a direct digital synthesis (DDS) oscillator.

11. The swept local oscillator of claim 8, wherein the loop
filter comprises an operational amplifier circuit configured to
provide an adjustable offset.

12. The swept local oscillator of claim 11, wherein the
operational amplifier circuit configured to provide an adjust-
able offset comprises a potentiometer, the end terminals of the
potentiometer being connected to two different reference
voltages.

13. The swept local oscillator of claim 8, wherein the loop
filter is a first-order filter.

14. The swept local oscillator of claim 8, wherein the loop
filter comprises an operational amplifier circuit configured as
an integrator.

15. A method of generating a high spectral purity swept
signal, the method comprising:

receiving an output signal from a swept oscillator having

an instantaneous frequency;

delaying said output signal to generate a delayed swept

oscillator signal;
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receiving an output signal from a band-pass filter having an
adjustable center frequency;
generating a control signal; and
controlling the center frequency with the control signal to
cause the center frequency to be substantially the same
as the instantaneous frequency;
wherein the generating of the control signal comprises
generating a phase difference signal proportional to the
difference between:
the phase of the output signal from the band-pass filter;
and
the phase of the delayed swept oscillator signal,
wherein the generating of the control signal further com-
prises filtering the phase difference signal with a loop
filter comprising an operational amplifier circuit config-
ured to provide an adjustable offset.
16. The method of claim 15, wherein the controlling of the
center frequency with the control signal comprises providing
the control signal as a bias to a varactor.
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